
OPL Central Public Library Community Share Out 
June 06, 2022

A new central public 
library for the city of 

Omaha, NE



1. Discovery

2. Engagement

3. Design

00
Agenda



01
Discovery



GOLDEN AGE OF LIBRARIES – WASHINGTON POST

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/01/01/public-libraries-golden-age/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/01/01/public-libraries-golden-age/


Approach to Design:
Applying Standard Practices to Create

Departments: Reference, Adults & Children

20th Century Library 21st Century Library

Approach to Design:
Applying Customized PlacemakingTechniques to
Create Conditions for the Community to Flourish



Discovery | Strengths of OPL



Discovery | Strengths of Do Space



Discovery | Service Stats (2019)

DO SPACE COMPUTER SESSIONS
(in 2019)



Discovery | Stakeholders



Discovery | Library Tours

Hunt Library | Tour of Hunt Library – Raleigh, N.C. New Central Library | Tour of Calgary Central Library – Calgary, Alberta Deichman Bjørvika | Tour of Deichman Library – Oslo, Norway
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Engagement



Community Engagement | Community Partners

Community Partners’ Breakfasts 
April 4-5, 2022
94 Participants

Community Partner Survey 
March 15, 2022
53 Participants

One-on-One Zoom Conversations 
March 16-April 29, 2022
18 Participants



AARP Nebraska Great Plains Black History Museum Maha Festival Omaha Lit Fest The Wellbeing Partners

AIM Institute Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce Metro Omaha Education Consortium Omaha Public Power District Westside Community Schools

All Kinds Accessibility Greater Omaha Genealogical Society Metro Omaha Raise Me to Read Omaha Public Schools WhyArts Inc.

American Institute of Graphic Arts Growing Hearts Collaborative Metro Transit Omaha STEM Ecosystem Wild Roots People's Clinic

American Society of Landscape Architects Habitat for Humanity Metropolitan Area Planning Agency Omaha Symphony Women's Center for Advancement

Autism Action Partnership Heartland Bike Share Metropolitan Community College Omaha Zoo Foundation Women's Fund of Omaha

Barbara Weitz Community Engagement
Center

Heartland Family Service Millard Public Schools

Munroe-Meyer Institute

Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Midlands Heartland Workforce Solutions Nania Arts One Omaha

Bike Walk Nebraska Humanities Nebraska Natural Healing Omaha Open Door Mission

Buffett Early Childhood Institute Institute for Holocaust Education Nebraska Arts Council The Reader

Canopy South Intercultural Senior Center Nebraska Early Childhood Collaborative Refugee Women Rising

Center for Holistic Development, Inc. Ja Keen Fox Solutions Nebraska Legislature Rose Theater

Collective for Hope Jewish Federation of Omaha Nebraska Methodist College Siena Francis House

Creighton University Joslyn Art Museum Nebraska Shakespeare Festival, Inc. Table Grace Ministries

Dundee Book Company Kids Can Community Center No More Empty Pots Three Rivers Library System

Durham Museum Kiewit Luminarium Nonprofit Association of the Midlands Union for Contemporary Art

Film Streams Latino Center of the Midlands North End Teleservices United Way of the Midlands

Fontenelle Forest Lauritzen Gardens Omaha 100 University of Nebraska - Omaha

Friends of Omaha Public Library Learning for ALL Omaha by Design University of Nebraska Medical Center

Front Porch Investments Legal Aid of Nebraska Omaha Community Foundation Urban League of Nebraska

Google Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska Omaha Girls Rock Vic Gutman & Associates

Community Engagement | Participating Partner Organizations



DIVERSITY & INCLUSIVENESS
LANGUAGE BARRIERSEDUCATION

JOB SKILLS & WORKFORCE
INEQUITY TRANSPORTATION

ARTS & CULTUREDIGITAL DIVIDE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

HOMELESSNESS CHILDCARE POVERTY
SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

DRUGS & ADDICTIONMENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENT

What do you address in your work?

Partner Engagement | Community Partner Survey



What spaces and places would support your organization at the library? 

83% Meeting rooms 65% Classrooms 64% Event Space 44% Community Living Room

44% Podcast Room 39% Vibrant Cafe 37% Film Studio 37% Quiet Room 37% Study Rooms 35% Art Gallery 35% Business & Career 
Center

33% Storytelling Lab 31% Citizenship Center

31% Early Childhood Play 
Space

31% Homework Help 31% Social Services 
Center

31% Tech Training Lab 29% Childcare 29% Co-Working Space 29% Language Center 27% Teen Hangout 25% Messy Makerspace

25% Social Club 25% Vibrant Bookstore 23% Tech Arts Lab 21% Business Incubator 19% Community Theater 19% Nooks 19% Printmaking Studio 17% Music Studio

Community Engagement | Community Partner Survey



Community Engagement | Project Microsite : omahacentrallibrary.org



PROMPT: “ DUE TO THE ONGOING COVID-19 PANDEMIC, WHAT 
CHALLENGES DO YOU, YOUR NEIGHBORS AND COMMUNITY FACE?”

LOSS OF C O N N ECTION WITH F R I E N DS & F A M ILY

S T R U G G LES WITH M E N T A L HE A LTH

BUS I N E S S CLOS U R ES

L A CK OF A CCE S S TO R E LI A BLE I NF O R M A T I O N

37%

JOB LOSS O R JOB I N S E CUR ITY

30%
30%
30%

LIM ITED A F F O RDA BLE HOUSI N G CHOICES

LA CK OF Q UA LITY, A F F O R DA BLE CHI LDCA RE

L A CK OF E D U C A T I O N A L O P P O RT U N ITIES 20%

LIM ITED A CCE S S TO C U R R E NT TECH

24%

A CCE S S TO R E LI A BLE T R A N S PORT

18%
16%

66%

51%

OTHER* 1%

*Additional responses included: inability to travel far from residence; no challenges faced; fear of
illness; lack of quality jobs; lack of youth programming; lack of free gathering spaces; and inflation

A total of 1,496 people responded to the online English language
survey; 3 people responded to the online Spanish language survey;
and a total of 116 people filled out paper surveys.

TOTAL RESPONSES: 1,632



What programs are you most interested in taking advantage of at the library?

Reading and Lectures 

Technology and Makerspaces 

Outdoor Space

Coffee Shop 

Community Forums

Children’s Programs 

Family Programs 

Computers

Senior Programs

One-on-One Assistance

Business and Career 
Services

57%

47%

40%

38%

33%

32%

31%

29%

25%

24%

22%

Community Engagement | Community Survey



What spaces would you like to see in your future Omaha Public Libraries?

54% Vibrant Cafe 45% Meeting Rooms 45% Quiet Room 44% Event Space

41% Art Gallery 40% Community Living 
room

36% Messy Makerspace 35% Classrooms 35% Tech Arts Lab 35% Study Rooms 35% Vibrant Bookstore 33% Language Center 33% Tech Training Lab

32% Social Services Center 32% Social Club 30% Co-working Space 30% Homework Help 29% Printmaking Studio 29% Citizenship Center 29% Business & Career 
Center

29% Early Childhood Play 
space

28% Nooks

27% Teen Hangout 24% Podcast Room 24% Storytelling Lab 22% Music Studio 20% Film studio 19% Childcare 17% Community Theater 16% Business Incubator

Community Engagement | Community Survey



Discovery | Places & Spaces





“A library outranks any other one thing a 
community can do to benefit its people.
It is a never failing spring in the desert.”

- Andrew Carnegie
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Design



Concept and 
Feasibility Schematic

Design 
Development

Contract 
Documents

Construction
Administration

Commission
Move in

Construction

Building Project | Current Phase

We are Here



Concept and 
Feasibility Schematic

Design 
Development

Contract 
Documents

Construction
Administration

Commission
Move in

Construction

Building Project | A Process of Input, Evaluation, Application 

INPUT EVALUATION APPLICATION



LIBRARY DESIGN SUSTAINABILITY COMMUNITY

Design | Pillars



Find your place… 
your place in a book, your hidden skill, 
your ability to do, your place in our 
community. Your place now and in the 
future.  

Lift the edge and find your place.  



About the Place | 72nd & Dodge

It was once said “downtowns are the heart of our cities, but neighborhoods are their soul.”



Site Plan | Dodge Street Level



Site Plan | District



Site Plan | Dodge Street Level



Site Plan | Douglas Street Level



Building | Architecture Concept



“The whole is greater than the sum of the parts.”
– Aristotle

Building | Architecture Concept



Building Architecture | 72nd and Dodge

Conceptual Rendering



Building Architecture | North Elevation



Building Architecture | West Entrance from Dodge Street

Conceptual Rendering



Building Architecture | East Building Section

DODGE STREET



Building Architecture | City Garden

Conceptual Rendering



Building Architecture | South Elevation



Building Architecture | South Section



Building Architecture | South Section



Building Systems | Collections Hub (Automated Storage and Retrieval System)



Building Systems | ASRS (Automated Storage and Retrieval System)

James B. Hunt Jr. Library, Raleigh, NC



Building Interior | Lower Level Plan



Building Interior | First Level Plan



Building Interior | Mezzanine Level Plan



Building Interior | First FloorInterior Architecture | Cultural Commons

Conceptual Rendering



Building Interior | Second Level Plan



Building Interior | Second LevelInterior Architecture | Children’s Area

Conceptual Rendering



Interior Architecture | Do Space  - Angela McGraw

Interior Architecture | Do Space  - Angela McGraw Conceptual Rendering



Building Interior | Third Level Plan



Building Interior | Third LevelInterior Architecture | Quiet Reading

Conceptual Rendering



Where will you find your place in the new central library? 



What activities will you, your friends and families enjoy?



What ideas should the design team continue to explore?



A new central public 
library for the city of 

Omaha, NE
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